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Boris Johnson
At the BCC’s annual conference in London on 28 February 2017, the British

"The UK has a fantastic future outside the European Union."

Government’s Foreign Secretary Boris Johnson gave a speech which

"I want to show you all that this is a positive force and that a global

acknowledged the crucial role of the Chamber of Commerce network for

Britain is a prosperous Britain."

driving forward Britain’s bilateral trade and highlighted its importance in

"We can be that great free trading nation again. And we can be ever

helping to deliver the UK’s strategy in light of its imminent departure from

more internationalist, and indeed we can be ever more European."

the EU. Although the subject matter is one which causes the majority grave

"Britain is the most global of all the developed economies."

concern, he confronted the issues with his usual engaging articulate and

"We remain committed to our European markets, perhaps more so

entertaining style.

than ever, but we need to think globally again."

Rather than just promote the merits of British exports, he emphasized the
significance of the UK’s imports and the benefits this brings to sustaining
other economies on a global scale. He debunked the notion that
globalisation is having a negative impact on the world – contrasting starkly
with the sentiments currently emanating from the White House.
For many commodities, the UK is a net importer from EU countries and the
implication is that such countries will wish to ensure the continuity of this
flow of trade in their favour.
The UK’s relationship with the EU will cease as a member, but will continue
as a friend and partner. The UK will remain supportive on defence
cooperation, on foreign policy coordination, on counter-terrorism and on
intelligence sharing, and shall continue to fulfill the commitments to NATO
membership.
Something of specific interest to members of the British-Portuguese
Chamber of Commerce was his recognition of British nationals living and
working overseas (one tenth of the British population), proportionately
higher than any other developed nation.

CL ICK IMAGE TO WATCH FULL VIDEO

CLICK HERE FOR
TRANSCRIPT OF SPEECH

BRITISH AMBASSADOR REACHING OUT TO THE
BRITISH COMMUNITY

Cascais
Tuesday 14 March
The British Ambassador Kirsty Hayes will hold a public session at the
Centro Cultural de Cascais from 18:30 to 19:30 on Tuesday 14 March to
meet members of the local British community in the context of Brexit and
possible implications for British residents. Ambassador Hayes would like
to hear of concerns British residents in the Cascais/Lisbon area might
have about the possible impact of the UK’s withdrawal from the EU.
There are a limited number of places available, and registration is
therefore essential. Attendees can do this by sending an email with their
name, contact email and telephone number to
Notarial.Portugal@fco.gov.uk. If those attending have any questions for

Similar sessions will be held in the Algarve and in Central and

the Ambassador, it would be helpful if they could include these in their

Northern Portugal. Please follow the British Embassy's

email.

Facebook and Twitter channels for updates.

EU PERSPECTIVES ON BREXIT

Centre for Economic Policy Research (CEPR), What To Do
With the UK?
EU perspectives on Brexit
The CEPR recently published a very insightful paper outlining the different perspectives from the 27 remaining EU nations
about how they envisage negotiations with the UK will unfold. The Portuguese contribution was authored by José Tavares
and Rui Peres Jorge who reflected on our two countries’ historical relationship
against Portugal’s appetite to be considered as a collaborative EU member.
Although concerns vary from country to country, one theme which is common
throughout is the fate of EU nationals in the UK and conversely British nationals
working and living in other EU countries.

Fact
There are almost 5 times as many Portuguese in the UK as there are Britons in
Portugal, though this is insignificant compared to those in Spain.
CLICK TO READ THE
FULL 163 PAGE
REPORT
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EU PERSPECTIVES ON BREXIT

Centre for Economic Policy Research (CEPR), What To Do With the UK?
EU perspectives on Brexit
Similarly, the EU is a net beneficiary of British Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) so the 27 member states are nervous about
jeopardising this balance.
The biggest question, and one we have already heard countless times is: are we
going to have a soft or a hard Brexit? Whilst some countries justify their
preference for a “hard Brexit, others have a more liberal stance and see the
mutual advantages of a soft Brexit.This, amongst other factors, will depend on the
positions EU members take on key issues. For example, the majority of the EU27
have said that they would take a no free-trade stance with Britain now that they
are not an EU member – except for Austria, Greece, Poland and Spain. However,
experts have suggested that the most lucrative companies in London may go on
to develop strategies that will allow them to continue with most of their
activities.
CLICK TO READ THE
FULL 163 PAGE
REPORT
CLICK TABLE TO ENLARGE

EU PERSPECTIVES ON BREXIT

Portugal
With Portuguese residents being the fifth biggest group of
immigrants in the UK, it is unsurprising that they, and the
17,798 brits living in Portugal, want to know how Brexit is
going to affect them. Traditionally, there has been strong ties
between Portugal and the UK, and the UK is at the top for
client services and their fourth biggest importer of goods.
The question on everybody´s lips, however, is how long will
these ties continue? Portugal is a very pro-EU country and
therefore, it is unclear whether or not they will continue their
longstanding relationship with the British once Brexit takes
place. If visas are to be introduced as a requisite for travel to
and from the UK, (and it is important to note that the
majority of the Portuguese living in the UK do not meet the
current requirements for a visa application), will this and the
removal of the policy of free movement jeopardise the
relationship that the two countries have had for centuries?
Source: Centre for Economic Policy Research (CEPR), What
To Do With the UK?
EU perspectives on Brexit

98,967
Portuguese residents in the
UK

€1.6 Billion
Amount Portugal gains annually from
British tourists

5th
biggest group of EU immigrants in the
UK

17,798
British residents in Portugal

NOVA BREXIT COURSE

Crash Course in Economics
O Crash Course in Economics é um programa intensivo e

The British-Portuguese Chamber of Commerce is delighted

prático, que vai proporcionar aos participantes os

to announce its support of the 4 day course entitled The

conceitos-chave da Economia, com destaque para o

Crash Course in Economics, as offered by the NOVA School

desempenho das empresas.

of Business and Economics.

A esta componente inicial junta-se uma componente

This course is an intensive and practical program, which will

prática - o tratamento de um tema da atualidade, com

provide participants with the key concepts of economics,

oportunidade de aplicar os conceitos adquiridos. Nesta 1ª

with emphasis on business performance.

edição, o Brexit, e os seus efeitos na economia portuguesa
e europeia serão foco dos debates em sala de aula.

More information and to register click here.

Mais informação e inscrições click aqui.

Campus de Campolide, Lisboa
4 dias
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